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AGENDA

1. Overview of Atlantaôs Commercial Buildings Energy Efficiency 

Ordinance (CBEEO)

2. Benchmarking with ENERGY STAR Portfolio Manager (ESPM)

Å How to use the tool

Å How to submit your benchmarking report

3. GA Powerôs Automated Benchmarking Tool (ABT)

4. BIT Building, A Program by Southface





BENCHMARKING, TRANSPARENCY, AND 

ENERGY AUDIT POLICIES ARE...
Making cities more energy efficient by improving buildingownersô  

awareness of energy performance.



BENCHMARKING

Track energy and water 
consumption in ENERGY 
STAR Portfolio Manager

ANNUALLY

TRANSPARENCY

Send benchmarking data 
to the City annually to 

make it publicly available

ANNUALLY

ENERGY AUDITS

Assess and evaluate the 
efficiency and operations 

of the building

EVERY 10 YEARS

COMMERCIAL AND MULTIFAMILY PROPERTIES >25K FT2 



HOW BENCHMARKING AND TRANSPARENCY 

WORKS
A building owner tracks, compares, then shares performance with the city,  

tenants, banks, and other building owners.

MY BUILDING
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OFFICEBUILDING
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OFFICEBUILDING
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COMPARE

ENERGYSTAR Portfolio Manager provides  
performance metrics to building owners so 

they can compare to similar buildings.

SHARE (TRANSPARENCY)

Building owner submits performance 

metrics to the city and this data is  

then made available to the market.

BENCHMARK

Building owners track energy usage

and report building characteristics in 

ENERGY STAR Portfolio Manager



BENCHMARKING DEADLINE

Benchmarking reports are due to the City of 

Atlanta on an annual basis, typically by June 

1st of each year.

Due to COVID-19, the 2020 compliance 

deadline has been extended

October 1, 2020.



ENERGY AUDITS

Energy audits build upon 
benchmarking - it is a critical 
component to any energy 
efficiency policy and can provide 
information to a building owner 
on how to adopt a targeted 
approach to reducing energy 
consumption.



HOW ENERGY AUDITS WORK

CONDUCT ENERGY AUDIT

Find a qualified energy auditor to perform 
an ASHRAE Level 2 energy audit. Submit a 

summary report to the City of Atlanta.

IMPLEMENT 

Building owners are free to choose 

which, if any, of the energy 

efficiency measures to implement.

In anenergy audit, an approved professional will walk through your building 
ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΩǎ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ ŀƴŘ 
operations.

IDENTIFY COMPLIANCE YEAR

Noted by the last digit of your 
Atlanta Building ID, a randomly 

assigned unique 6 digit #.



ENERGY AUDIT DEADLINES

Energy audits are required every 10 years. 

The year in which a building must have an 

audit done depends on its Atlanta Building ID.

A building with the Atlanta Building ID 223342 

is due for an audit by December 31st, 2022, 

2032, 2042, 2052, etc.

Due to COVID-19 all buildings due for an 

audit in 2020 have an automatic 1-year 

extension.



HOW  BENCHMARKING, 

TRANSPARENCY, & ENERGY 

AUDITS BENEFITS  BUILDING 

OWNERS

Building owners can save money  

on utility bills, better plan for 

future  investments, improve 

tenant  satisfaction and retention, 

and  demonstrate leadership in 

climate  and sustainability.

SAVE  
MONEY

PLAN  
INVESTMENTS

RETAIN  
TENANTS

LEAD THE  
WAY



HOW BENCHMARKING, 

TRANSPARENCY, & 

ENERGY AUDITSBENEFIT 

THE COMMUNITY
Across the U.S., cities with  

benchmarking and transparency  

policies are maximizing  

opportunities and benefits for 

their communities by seeking  

out efficiency and sustainable  

approaches to operations and  

maintenance of their buildings.

INCREASED  
PROPERTY VALUE CREATE

JOBS
ATTRACT NEW  
BUSINESSES

LOWER  
EMISSIONS

AFFORDABLE  
UTILITY BILLS



BENCHMARKING

Track energy and water 
consumption in ENERGY 
STAR Portfolio Manager

ANNUALLY

TRANSPARENCY

Send benchmarking data 
to the City annually to 

make it publicly available

ANNUALLY

ENERGY AUDITS

Assess and evaluate the 
efficiency and operations 

of the building

EVERY 10 YEARS

COMMERCIAL AND MULTIFAMILY PROPERTIES >25K FT2 



QUESTIONS?

For resources, guides, and more, visit 

www.AtlantaBuildingEfficiency.com

Contact our helpdesk team at

Email: benchmarkhelp@southface.org
Tel: 404-604-3596.

To inquiry about your compliance status, 

contact the City of Atlanta

Email: buildingefficiency@atlantaga.gov
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2. Benchmarking with ENERGY STAR Portfolio Manager (ESPM)
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Portfolio Manager® 101
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Use Portfolio Manager to: Energy Water

Establish a baseline: P P

ÅCompare current use to baseline overtime. P P

ÅCompare median of national sample of similar 

buildings to baseline.
P

ÅCompare normalized national sample of similar

buildings to baseline.  

P

(ENERGY STAR     

1-100 Score)

P

(Multifamily 1 -

100 Score)

Set target reduction goal. P

Compare properties in portfolio to each other. P P

Apply for recognition (eligible space types).
P

(ENERGY STAR 

Certification)

Benchmarking is the process of comparing use 

to gain valuable perspective about building performance 
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Å Navigate Portfolio Manager

Å Add a property and enter its use details

Å Enter energy and water data

How To
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Create a 

username 

and 

password

Log in 

Energystar.gov / portfoliomanager
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